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February 12, 2013

The Secretary of the 19th Expert Committee on the Selection and Use of Essential Medicines
Medicine Access and Rational Use (MAR)

Department of Essential Medicines and Health Products

World Health Organization

20 Avenue Appia

CH-1211 Geneva 27 SWITZERLAND

E-mail: emlsecretariat@who.int

Dear Sir or Madam:

With this letter, the Eurasian Harm Reduction Network (EHRN), ITPCru, the
International HIV/AIDS Alliance in Ukraine, and the East European and Central Asian Union
of PLWH (ECUOQ) strongly support the inclusion of pegylated interferon (PEG-INF) on the
WHO Model List of Essential Medicines.

Epidemics of viral hepatitis C represent a growing public health catastrophe in most
countries of Central and Eastern Europe and Central Asia (CEECA). The true extent of the
epidemic is difficult to gauge because surveillance systems for HCV are not in place in many
CEECA countries and treatment demand is not well documented. According to rough
estimates, however, HCV prevalence in the general population is as high as 4 percent in
Kyrgyzstan and 6.9 percent in Georgia', and, according to recent estimations, more than 3
percent in Ukraine; in comparison, in no country of the region is HIV prevalence assumed to
be much higher than 1 percent. Most notably, HCV prevalence among the region’s injecting
drug users (IDUs) is among the highest in the world?, up to 96 percent.® The significant
concentration of hepatitis C among IDUs has wide-ranging public health consequences for a
number of reasons, including the fact that rates of injecting drug use in most EECA countries
are also among the world’s highest.* It is also worth noting that co-infection with hepatitis C
and HIV is growing public health concern. HIV accelerates the progression of hepatitis C and
HCV increases mortality rates among people with HIV. HCV represents a substantial cause of
morbidity and mortality for people living with HIV,

HCV prevalence rates remain high in part because treatment access is extremely
limited.> The number of patients whose treatment in 2011 was covered either through
government budgets or by donor funding in EECA countries is very small: 14 in Belarus, 110

! Butsashvili, M. et al.(2001) Prevalence of hepatitis B, hepatitis C, syphilis and HIV in Georgian blood donors.
European Journal of Epidemiology. 2001;17(7):693-5

2 Hoover, J. (2009). Shining a light on a hidden epidemic: why and how civil society advocates can support the
expansion of hepatitis C treatment in Eastern Europe and Central Asia. Retrieved from
www.soros.org/initiatives/health/focus/access/articles_publications/publications/hepc_20090821/light 20
090821.pdf. International Journal of Drug Policy, 18:352-58

3 Aceijas, C., & Rhodes, T. (2007). Global estimates of prevalence of HCV infection among injecting drug
users. International Journal of Drug Policy, 18:352-58.

* Ocheret, D., Bikmukhametov D., Sultangaziev A., Matuizaite E.(2013). Current situation regarding access to
hepatitis C treatment in Eastern Europe and Central Asia. Eurasian Harm Reduction Network, Vilnius.

> Eurasian Harm Reduction Network (2011). Call for action: reduce prices for hepatitis C treatment. Available at
www.harm-reduction.org/images/stories/documents/hcv_call for action.pdf.
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in Georgia, 5,500 in Russia, 695 in Kazakhstan, 200 in Moldova, and 246 in Estonia.® In
many countries—Ukraine, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Azerbaijan, and Armenia—treatment is
not funded at all, and patients need to pay for it themselves, though few can afford it.” In
the beginning of July 2012, EHRN launched the “Hepatitis C treatment waiting list” campaign
(www.harm-reduction.org/petitions/), which has been signed by close to 6000 people. Due
to the extremely high price of PEG-INF, hepatitis C treatment is not affordable elther for
patients or for governments. The average cost for a 48-week course of treatment In EECA is
$15,000. Meanwhile, most countries in the region have low- and middie-income economies,
where average household monthly wages and salaries per capita range from 277 USD in
Ukraine to 564 USD in Kazakhstan®. Only a handful of countries in the region have national
hepatitis C strategies and allocate funding for treatment. If governments do not make high-
quality treatment accessible to those in need, thousands of people with hepatitis C will die
unnecessarily.

WHO's Model List of Essential Medicines is an important incentive for governments to
start engaging in increasing access to hepatitis C treatment. The recent example of Egypt
demonstrates that a government’s commitment to providing treatment to large groups of
patients results In significant price reduction. We belleve that inclusion of PEG-INF on the
WHO Model List of Essential Medicines will contribute to PEG-INF price reduction and will
increase EECA governments’ commitment to treating hepatitis C through natlonal health
funding schemes. That will help to get lifesaving hepatitis C treatment for thousands of
those in need, and to manage epidemics of hepatitis C in the region,

§incerely,
Serg y/o.ty?g ‘
Exétwe/m%é Fof Eurasian Harm Reduction Network
Gregory Vergus —
Regional coordinator ITPCru P e
\\
Dr. George Mataradze }7
Executive Director of the ECUO Secretariat

Andriy Klepikov - R I g>
Executive Director of International HIV/AIDS @m

§ Eurasian Harm Reduction Network (2011).The Voice of Harm Reduction, hepatitis C edition. Available at
},mp://'harm-reduction.org/images/stoﬁes/l\l ews_PDF_2012/hrm_hep_c_en_nov_29_final.pdf

1bid
¥ Eurasian Harm Reduction Network (2011). Call for action: reduce prices for hepatitis C treatment. Available at
www.harm-reduction.org/images/storics/documents/hcv_cail_for_action.pdf




HARM REDUCTION NETSWORK |

EBPASMIACKASA

ITPCru

7 CETb CHHOKEHMA BPEAA

Jointly signed by:
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Irina Pilkevich, Ukraine, Kyiv

Vladimir Medik, Ukraine, Kyiv

Evgenia Kalinichenko, Kyrgrzstan, Bishkek
Elena Yurievna Shokurova, Kyrgrzstan, Bishkek
Anar Shakisheva, Kazakhstan, Almaty

Natalia Nikiforova, Ukraine, Kyiv

Vera Yegorova, Russia, Petrozavodsk

Ripsime Abrahaamyan, Armenia, Yerevan
Daria Demeshkevich, Belarus, Mogilev

. Ruzanna Movsisyan, Armenia, Erevan

. Aliya Yusupova, Kazakhstan, Almaty

. Mariya Yakovleva, Russia, St Peterburg

. Sona Navasardyan, Armenia, Yerevan

. Yevegenia Khominskaya, Kazakhstan, Almaty

. Anush Poghosyan Hrant, Armenia, Yerevan

. Olga Aleksandrovna Kuzeeva, Belarus, Minsk

. Konstantin Malyshev, Russia, Perm, Non-commercial partnership "Anti-drug

programs”

. Anna Abgaryan, Armenia, Yerevan

. Zori Migayelyan, Armenia, Yerevan

. Irina Ospanova, Kazakhstan, Almaty

. Elena Rastokina, Kazakhstan, Ust-Kamenogorsk, Public Foundation "Answer"

. Tigran Hovsepyan, Armenia, Yerevan

. Natalia Dobrynina, Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek

. Oksana Musygina, Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek

. David Manukyan, Armenia, Yerevan, Youth Cultural Organization NGO

. Anahit Harutyunyan, Armenia, Yerevan, "Positive People Armenian Network" Soc.

NGO

. Makhud Madjimidov, Tadjikistan, Dushanbe, OO "Marvorid"

. Nana Gamkrelidze, Georgia, Tbilisi

. Rustam, Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek

. Gavhar Ashirova, Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek

. Lyudmila Isaikina, Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek

. Yekaterina Rozienko, Ukraine, Zaporojie

. Sergey Kostenko, Kyrgyzstan, Karabalta, Public Foundation "Gender - Vector"
. Anna Potainova, Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek

. Valeriy Mikhailovich Makey, Belarus, Grodno

. Arman Sahakyan, Armenia, Yerevan

. Sergey Gabrielyan, Armenia, Yerevan

. Elina Azaryan Armenia, Yerevan, Real World, Real People NGO

. Venera Ivanenko, Russia, Sarapul

. Vitaliy Rabinchuk, Moldova, Beltsi

. Erik Abenov, Kazakhstan, Almaty

. Dmitry Borisyuk, Russia, St Peterburg

. Liliya BelarusMinsk

. Aleksei Pozdnikin, Russia, St Peterburg

45.
46.

Denis Igorevich Tereschuk, Russia, St Peterburg
Viktor Mal'chikov, Kazakhstan, Almaty, AIDS Foundation East-West (AFEW)
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. Nodar Sidamonidze, Georgia, Tbilisi

. Larisa Pintilei Moldova, Chisinau, NGO \\\"Inovating Projects in prisons \\\" of
Moldova

Hovhannes Madoyan, Armenia, Yerevan

Aleksey Aleksandrovich, Blazhenko, Ukraine, Kyiv

Oleksandr Yakivets, Ukraine, Cherkasy, Cherkasy Regional public organization for
people living with HIV / AIDS "Positive Life"

Valentina Savelieva, Russia, St Peterburg

Lyubov, Russia, St Peterburg

Andro Dadiani, Georgia, Thilisi

Igor Kilchevskiy, Moldova, Chisinau, The league of people living with HIV of Republic
of Moldova (League PLHIV)

Tamara Dmitrijeva, Eesti, Narva

Yulia Pautova, Russia, St Peterburg

Anatoliy Pautov, Russia, St Peterburg

Olga Sveshnikova, Russia, St Peterburg

Berezina Tatyana, Russia, St Peterburg

. Anatoliy Nikolaevich Volik, Ukraine, Poltava, Poltava Oblast Charitable Fourdation
"Public Health"

Denis Zaitsev, Russia, St Peterburg

Alyona Krasikova, Belarus, Vitebsk, VGO BOO "Positive Movement"

Oksana Victorovna Yarosh, Ukraine, Kharkov

Tatiana Kaplun, Russia, St Peterburg

Tatiana Shkaruba, Moldova, Chisinau

Dinar Kazybekova, Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek

Irina Grigorievna, Ukraine, Odessa, OMO peer support club "Life+"

Aleksandr Ezdakov, Russia, St Peterburg

Irina Galachenko, Moldova, Rybnitsa, Center for social support "Triniti"
Nadezhda Khmeleva, Russia, Tula

Aleksandr Eregin, Russia, St Peterburg

Dzmitry Filippau, Russia, Moscow, menZDRAV Foundation and Consortium
menZDRAV

Tatiana Kovalenko, Russia, Stariy Oskol

. Giorgi Soselia Georgia, Tbilisi, Real People - Real Vision;

Dmitriy Markov, Russia, St Peterburg

Olya Aleksandrova, Ukraine, Kyiv

Simona Merkinaite, Lithuania, Vilnius

Lali Chkhetia, Georgia, Thilisi

Vladimir Polyakov, Ukraine, Ivano-Frankovsk, NGO "Zkhid Shans", Social worker,
Regional representative "ASTAU"

Dmitriy Alekseev , Russia, St Peterburg

Andrey Skvortsov, Russia, St Peterburg, Movement "Patient Control"

Marina Chokheli, Georgia, Thilisi

Mary Japaridze, Georgi, Tbilisi

Neta Velichko, Ukraine, Kyiv

Sergey Biryukov, Kazakhstan, AimatyNGO "AGEP'C"(ANTIHEPATITIS'C)

Elena Kon'keeva, Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek

Iona Emelianova, Russia, St Peterburg

. Zhanna Akhmatova, Russia, Moscow

Evgeny Nosov, Kazakhstan, Almaty
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91. Sergey Petrovskiy, Ukraine, Vinnytsia
92. Tatyana Khan, Ukraine, Kyiv

93. Yulia Raskevich, Ukraine, Kyiv

94. Anastasia Nazarova, Ukraine, Kyiv

95. Oksana Koval, Ukraine, Kyiv

96. Anna Velichko,Kazakhstan, Karaganda
97. Ehtiram Pashayev, Azerbaijan, Baku

98. Konstantin Kandlen, Russia, Krasnoyarsk
99. Evgeniy Amelhin, Moldova, Tiraspol

100. Andrey Yarovoy, Ukraine, Kyiv

101. Natalia Vershinina, Russia, Togliatti, NGO "Project April"

102. Ivan Anoshkin, Russia, Togliatti

103. Ludmila Kononenko, Ukraine, Nikolaev

104. Oleg Antipin, Moldova, Chisinau

105. Zaza Karchkhadze, Gruzia, Kutaisi

106. Zelenina Natalia, Ukraine, Donetsk

107. Evgeny Pisemskiy, Russia, Orel, NGO Phoenix PLUS

108. Azizbek Boltaev, Uzbekistan, Bukhara

109. Mariyam Beyshenova, Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek, Association "Harm
ReductionNetwork"

110. Alexandr Gatiyatullinn, Ukraine, Mariupol, Charitable organization Club
"Maybutne"

111, Anastasiya Vladimirova, Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek

112. Natalia Pasynkova, Ukraine, Lvov

113. Valentina Leka, Moldova, Chisinau

114. Marina Chernousova, Kazakhstan, Almaty

115. Roman Ledkov, Russia, Moscow

116. Alina Konstantinova, Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek

117. Svetlana Prosvirina, Russia, Kalinigrad, NGO "Status Plus"

118. Denis Korshunov, Ukraine, Zaporojie

119. Yekaterina Chernova, Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek

120. Rustam Khasanov, Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek, Initiative group "Fenix"

121. Maksim Minaev, Ukraine, Zaporojie

122. Lyubov Chubukova, Ukraine, Zaporojie, Public Foundation "You are not alone"
(Tl He oavH)

123. Yekaterina Yurievna Stepanova, Russia, Kazan

124, Alla Khasanova, Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek

125. Maram Azizmamadov, Tajikistan, Horog, Regional Public Organization
"Volunteer"

126. Nikolay Flora, Ukraine, Odessa

127. Vyacheslav Toktaev, Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek, Public Association "ROSIN
CADMIR"

128. Tolibdjon Saydaliev, Tajikistan, Kulyab Public organization "Sudmand", Anna
Komarova, Russia, Abakan

129. Natalya Shumskaya, Kyrgyz Republic, Bishkek

130. Ivo Prochazka, The Czech republic, Prague, Czech AIDS Help Society

131. Viktoria Ashirova, Uzbekistan, Tashkent, NGO "Ishonch va Hayot. Hope and
Life"

132. Yana Repina, Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek

133. Elena Ryabova, Russia, Togliatti
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134. Elena Ryabova, Russia, Togliatti

135. Yuriy Borovoy, Ukraine, Zhitomir, Zitomir Public Organization "Perspektiva”

136. Valentina Yudina, Belarus, Svetlogorsk

137. Anton Basenko, Ukraine, Kyiv

138. Konstantin Labartkava, Georgia, Tbilisi NGO "New Vektor" ("HoBbi# BekTop")

139. Madina Tokombaeva , Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek, Association "Harm
ReductionNetwork"

140. Valeriy Antonov, Moldova, Chisinau, "Your Choice"

141. Maryna Braga, Ukraine, Kyiv

142. Zverkov Konstantin, Ukraine, Odessa Odessa, Public Organization "Era of
Mercy"

143. Oksana Edvardovna Belevich, Moldova, Tiraspol, Center for social support for
PLHIV

144, Dmitry Evgenievich Proskurin, Belarus, Minsk

145. Ruslan Poverga, Moldova, Chisinau, "New Life"

146. Denis Marukha, Moldova, Chisinau

147. Lyudmila Vins, Russia, Yekaterinburg, NGO "Shans Plus"

148. Elena Tsukerman, Ukraine, Kyiv, Charitable foundation All-Ukranian League
"Legalife” ("Neranand™)

149. Olena Davis, Ukraine Kyiv, The All-Ukrainian charitable foundation “The
Coalition of HIV-Service Organizations”

150, Latsin Alijev, Estonia, Tallinn, NGO Estonian Network PLWHIV

151, Anastasia Vorontsova, Russia, Moscow

152, Aleksey Kropinov, Russia, Kaluga, Kaluga Regional public organization "We
will live" ("Bynem xutb")

153. Aleksandr Liynik, Ukraine, Zaporojie

154, Mikhail Golichenko, Canada, Toronto, Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network

155. Lasha Zaalishvili, Georgia, Tbilisi Georgian Harm Reduction Network

156. Elena Volkova, Ukraine, Odessa, Solnetchniy Krug

157. Nadezhda Golomoz, Moldova, Tiraspol

158. Belevtsova Irina, Moldova, Chisinau, Mothers for life

159, Elena Bilokon, Kazakhstan, Temirtau

160. Vitaly Yusyuk, Ukraine, Dnepropetrovsk, Charitable Foundation "Virzus"

161. Rodika Ivtodi, Moldova, Chisinau, Regional Center for Public Policies

162. Ruslan Poverga, Moldova, Chisinau, New life

163. Olga Belyaeva, Ukraine, Dnepropetrovsk, VOO "Association of substitution
treatment program participants in Ukraine"

164. Aleksandr Kurashov, Moldova, Chisinau, Positive Initiative

165. Dmitriy Chekhov, Ukraine, Dnepropetrovsk

166. Viktoriya Yurievna Lintsova, Ukraine, Kirovograd, Kirovograd Regional
Organization "Open Heart" ("OtkpbiToe cepaue™)

167. Giorgi Mchedlishvili, Georgia, Tbilisi, New Vector

168. Shmigelsky Aleksandr, Kazakhstan, Astana

169. Sholpan Zamanbekova, Kazakhstan, Almaty

170. Taalaigul Sabyrbekova, Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek, Public Fund "Ergene"

171. Nargiza Bakirova, Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek

172. Aibar Sultangaziev, Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek, Association of harm reduction
projects \"Partners' Network\"

173. Aliya Engalycheva, Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek

174. Sergey Uchaev, Uzbekistan, Tashkent, community of PLWHIV
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175. Denis Kamaldinov, Russia, Novosibirsk, Novosibirsk city public organization
"Humanitarian project"

176. Inga Goryagina, Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek

177. Anna Nazarova, Belarus, Minsk

178. Dmitrij Oleshkich, Russia, Moscow

179. Yevgeniy Spevak, Belarus, Svetlogorsk

180. Alina Yaroslavskaya, Ukraine, Kirovgrad, Kirovograd Regional Organization
"Open Heart" ("OTkpbiTOE Cepaue")

181. Tatiana Sergeevna Kurilo, Belarus, Grodno

182. Natalia Malyuk, Belarus, Svetlogorsk

183. Vladimir Ogay, Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek

184. Tatiana Minina, Kazakhstan, Almaty

185. Yevgenia Korotkova, Uzbekistan, Tashkent, Anti-Cancer Society of Uzbekistan

186. Olga Solyanina, Kazakhstan, Almaty

187. Aisulu Bayaly, Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek

188. Dilorom Egamberdieva, Tajikistan, Pendjikent, Public organization "Buzurg"

189. Parvina Akhmetova, Tajikistan, Dushanbe, PO "Doverie+"

190. Anastasia Bezverkha, Ukraine, Kyiv

191. Olesya Denishenko, Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek

192. Stas Skreminskiy, Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek

193. Aida Bayrakhtarova, Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek

194. Zulfiyya Mustafayeva, Azerbaijan, Baku, NGO Legal Development and
Democracy

195. Svetlana Pryadeina, Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek

196. Ivan Anoshkin, Russia, Togliatti

197. Ulugbek Madjidov, Uzbekistan, Tashkent, Anti-Cancer Society of Uzbekistan

198. Janna Ataiants, US, Pennington

199. Yulia Undusk, Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek

200. Olga Samoylova, Russia, Moscow

201. Elena Chirkova, Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek

202. Roxana Li, Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek

203. Ekaterine Gardapkhadze, Georgia, Thilisi

204. Anna Sviridova, Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek

205. Lyubov Kucherova, Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek

206. Lyudmila Alexandrovna Galieva, Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek

207. Tatiana Afanasiadi, Ukraine, Odessa, PO "Alliance of Odessa Oblast non-
governmental organizations "Razom za Zhittya"

208. Zhazira Zhalbieva, Kazakhstan, Almaty

209, Daria Yurievna Kuznetsova, Russia, Yekaterinburg

210. Alena Churakova, Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek

211. Irina Petrovna Saratova, Russia, Smolensk Oblast, Demidov

212, Dina S, Kazakhstan, Astana

213, Andrey Viktorovich Nedashkovskiy, Ukraine, Kyiv

214, Chynara Bakirova, Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek, Association of AIDS-service NGOs of
the Kyrgyz Republic "Anti-AIDS"

215. Andriy Gardashnikov, Ukraine, Kirovograd

216. Svetlana Kulsis, Lithuania, Vilnius, Assocation of HIV affected women and

their familes Demetra

217.

Svetlana Gayduk, Ukraine, Kostantinovka, Donetsk Regional Charitable

Foundation "Obereg"
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218. Alina Igorevna Yagubtseva, Ukraine, Makeevka, PF Soyuz "AMIKUS"

219, Oleg Eryomin, Belarus, Minsk

220. Denis Korshunov, Ukraine, Zaporojie, Zaporojie Regional Public Organization
"Right to Life - Zaporojie"

221. Catania, United States, New York, International Doctors for Healthy Drug

Policies



